WHAT IS
EMERGING ENVIRONMENTAL?

INDUSTRY
SIGNIFICANCE
In Greater New Orleans, emphasis on this growing
industry sector was driven by research. In 2011,
Deloitte completed a feasibility analysis of the local
and global market opportunity, as well as conducted
interviews with over 50 multi- national corporations,
verifying industry opportunity in 13 subsectors of
energy, waste, and water. The Data Center, a local
nonprofit organization that conducts independent
analyses of regional issues, is tracking the extent to
which water management activities are diversifying
the regional economy.

This high level of activity engages and takes
advantage of a skilled local workforce, creating
opportunities for continued economic growth in this
sector. Moreover, state and federal emphasis on water
management will ensure that these opportunities
remain in place for decades to come.
Coastal Erosion in Louisiana, Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

“Emerging Environmental” describes an industry
sector that creates jobs and community wealth by
providing products and services that help companies
or governments address environmental challenges.

EMERGING
ENVIRONMENTAL
INDUSTRY PROFILE

Conditions in the Greater New Orleans region such as
flooding, coastal erosion, subsidence, water quality
and other environmental and manmade challenges
prompted by weather, storms, and urban living have
been the drivers of a growing local expertise and
experience in water management and resilience.

As a result, the ecosystem
is evolving: Colleges
and universities have
emphasized programs that
will train men and women
in the technical and
planning skills necessary
to access jobs being
created by the Emerging
Environmental industry.
Flooding in New Orleans
Public and private
Source: Wikimedia Commons
research and development
is positioning the region as a leader in water
innovation.

According to The Data Center, Louisiana faces the
greatest risk with relative sea level rise that is
outpacing the rest of coastal America. However, the
scale of restoration activities planned and current
momentum around water management, they note,
have the potential to stem land and population loss
and build a diverse economy for the region – an
economy that will further the overall goal of long-term
sustainability for Southeast Louisiana.

The need for a skilled workforce has led to a greater
understanding of higher education needs in Southeast
Louisiana and a profile of skill sets has emerged
highlighting the importance of STEM and craft skills to
the Emerging Environmental workforce.
Growth in Southeast Louisiana’s Water Management and
Energy & Petrochemical Industries 2013-2020
Water Management
7,500 Total
Projected New Jobs
16% Job Growth

Water Management is Southeast Louisiana’s second
largest industry sector, which has added more jobs
than any other sector since 2010.

Energy & Petrochemical
6,516 Total
Projected New Jobs
9% Job Growth
5,079
Projected
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Projected
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Many of the Emerging Environmental labor
needs identified relating to water management,
for example, are directly transferable from and
between the industries creating or fueled by energy
including, oil and gas, petrochemical, and advanced
manufacturing.

Environmental challenges have not swayed global
companies from recognizing Southeast Louisiana as a
top location to relocate offices or expand operations,
confirming the need and opportunity for the Emerging
Environmental industry to prosper and grow.
Subsidence in New Orleans, Source: Wikimedia Commons

EMERGING ENVIRONMENTAL
WORKFORCE TRAINING

The Louisiana coast, as photographed from space
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Louisiana Wetlands
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Engineers, geologists, surveyors, pipefitters, welders,
draftsmen, etc. are all necessary professions for
supporting both Emerging Environmental and
energy-related industries. This natural synergy can
be explained by the fact that all these sectors require
complex understandings of infrastructure construction

and management of natural resources. It is therefore
imperative that the Greater New Orleans region
continues to bolster its academic and job training
offerings in both STEM and craft skills—enhancing
the workforce pipeline for both of these critical sectors.
A workforce training best practice innovated in
Southeast Louisiana is the creation of the Coastal
Engineering and Sciences Program, a partnership
between GNO, Inc. and University of New Orleans that
offers graduate certificates that specialize in soft soil
deltaic environments.
This program, which has been informed by engineering
and contracting firms engaged in coastal restoration
activities, is offered to students enrolled at UNO and
to working professionals online.

Source: UNO Shea Penland Coastal Education and Research Facility

EMERGING ENVIRONMENTAL
RESILIENCE

OUTSOURCING
LOUISIANA EXPERTISE

Recognizing the vulnerabilities faced by Southeast
Louisiana associated with urban rather than coastal
environments, Greater New Orleans, Inc. commissioned
the Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan, a globally
recognized resiliency planning study, to develop
sustainable strategies for managing water resources.

Other cities and countries consider New Orleans to
be a trailblazer in the planning, design, engineering
and construction of resilient environments. In fact,
Louisiana-based firms have secured over $327
million in state and federal prime contracts related to
Hurricane Sandy response, recovery and rebuilding.

The outcome is a vision for long-term urban water
management in the 21st century, and effectively the
first regional urban water plan of its kind in the United
States.
The Urban Water Plan provides a roadmap for better
management of flood and subsidence threats, while
creating economic value and enhancing quality of life.
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comparisons and other information—all while
maintaining confidentiality about potential projects
and working at no cost to the companies.

The number of firms contracting with other
governments and companies around the country and
around the world will continue to grow as sea level rise
and other environmental and manmade challenges
impact coastal communities requiring the expertise
and experience of Louisiana firms.

Source: Greater New Orleans, Inc.

Louisiana-based firms managing Hurricane Sandy contracts

Components of the Plan have been adopted by local
governments and the study has also informed national
resilience efforts.

The staff at Greater New Orleans, Inc. works with
parish partners to attract new business and
investment into the region and to retain and expand
existing companies. The organization identifies and
pursues opportunities to generate job growth and
wealth creation in the Greater New Orleans region,
focusing on six target sectors.

Source: livingwithwater.com

Aerial sketch of the Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan
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Recently, GNO, Inc. created a new business led group,
the Coalition for Coastal Resilience and Economy,
that is advocating for coastal restoration on a state
and federal level as well as promoting the economic
benefits of stabilizing our environment.

For companies interested in relocating to Southeast
Louisiana or expanding current operations within the
region, GNO, Inc. serves as a “concierge” service,
advising them on incentive programs, coordinating
site visits throughout the area, and providing cost

The project addresses three basic issues: flooding
caused by heavy rainfall, subsidence caused by the
pumping of stormwater, and the misuse of our water
resources.
Funded by the State of Louisiana’s Office of
Community Development Disaster Recovery Unit, the
study was developed over the course of two years by
Waggonner & Ball Architects and a team of Dutch and
American water management experts.

In addition to recruiting companies to the area, GNO,
Inc. is dedicated to building a stronger business
climate for its citizenry. This includes supporting
legislation that ensures local industries can find
success, forging partnerships between industry and
higher education to build the region’s workforce,
marketing Southeast Louisiana as an ideal business
location, and more.
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Expanded Louisiana Coastal Zone Boundary
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Chaland Headland Louisiana barrier island restoration
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To learn more about how Greater New Orleans, Inc. can help your company expand, relocate, or engage in the
Emerging Environmental industry sector, please contact Dane Worthington at dworthington@gnoinc.org or please
visit gnoinc.com for more information.

