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Residents of Greater New Orleans enjoy one of the highest qualities of life
in the United States. You may have heard how great it is to live in the New
Orleans area, but what really makes New Orleans great may surprise you.
Yes, we do enjoy many of the best restaurants in the world. Yes, there are
more than 300 festivals that celebrate just about everything you can think of
celebrating. Yes, we have a vibrant nightlife. Yes, we are home to Mardi Gras.
However, most New Orleanians, much like you, don’t choose where to live
based on Mardi Gras and Jazz Fest. We’re here because we have incredible
access to the arts. We’re here because we can do more with less. We’re
here because our shopping ranks higher than New York City’s. We’re here
because professional opportunities abound. We’re here because we treasure
family and community. We’re here because our kids have access to highquality education. We’re here because the variety of lifestyle opportunities is
abundant.
From traditional to modern, simple to sophisticated, our special part of
the world offers something for everyone.

GREATER
NEW ORLEANS
IS GREATER
THAN EVER.
Greater New Orleans boasts a
rich and colorful history—since
the early 1700s, the region has
been heavily influenced by French,
Spanish, African, and Caribbean
cultures. This diverse combination
has created a sense of place all its
own. That diversity, alive and well
today, is the reason this vibrant
region thrives. No matter who
you are, you can be sure to find a
spot in Greater New Orleans where
you’ll feel right at home.
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When it comes to the economy, business is booming. New
Orleans has become a destination
for entrepreneurs from around
the country. In fact, the city was
ranked as one the “Best Big Cities
for Jobs” by Forbes magazine.
But there’s more to life than work. For active lifestyles, there’s no greater outdoors than in Greater
New Orleans. Our state nickname is “Sportsman’s
Paradise,” and this area is no exception. The region
is home to some of the nation’s best fishing, hunting, paddling, and biking—much of it conveniently
located just minutes from your front door. And
there’s plenty of green space within the city itself.
City Park has been named one of “America’s Coolest
City Parks” by Travel + Leisure magazine.
Greater New Orleans sports fans will find plenty
to cheer about. The region can lay claim to the NFL’s
Saints, the NBA’s Hornets, and the Triple-A baseball
Zephyrs, as well as thriving high school and recreational sports traditions. For college sports fans, LSU
consistently produces nationally ranked teams in

AIRLINES
SERVING GREATER
NEW ORLEANS

football, baseball, track and field, and women’s basketball, among others.
The region is also well situated for weekend travelers, just hours away from some of the nation’s
top getaways. Eastbound, Destin, and Gulf Shores
are popular summer destinations. Just two hours
west of New Orleans sits Louisiana’s Cajun capital,
Lafayette. This regional favorite is a hot spot among
New Orleans music lovers looking for truly authentic Cajun and Zydeco experiences. Or you can catch
a quick flight from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.

No matter what you’re into, you’ll find it nearby. Whether you’re looking for a
chic condo in the city, a lakefront home in suburbs, or a private place among
the trees, it’s all here in Greater New Orleans.
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CITY CENTER
Life in the City of New Orleans is like nothing else. The most European city in the
United States, New Orleans has a unique history and a distinct cultural mix that
combine to create a community that attracts residents from around the globe.
...................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................
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COMMUNITY
French Quarter
Warehouse / CBD
/ Garden District
Uptown
Mid-City
Marigny / Bywater

NEIGHBORHOODS
Metro New Orleans comprises a
collection of distinct neighborhoods.
Uptown, you’ll find college students
and young professionals enjoying some of the city’s most walkable retail destinations. Detached
from the tourist scene, Mid-City is a
working-class neighborhood of historic shotgun houses with a feel all
its own. Meanwhile, in the Bywater
and the Marigny, music and the arts
take center stage against the backdrop of traditional Creole cottages.
The world-famous French Quarter
offers an eclectic mix of commercial and residential property where
everything you need is just outside your doorstep. Just upriver, the
Warehouse District is popular among
young professionals looking for the
energy of city life just steps away
from downtown.

$

$249
$182

$592,000
$507,000

7 Commute Time
to Downtown
4 Min
0 Min

$209
$118
$138

$453,000
$203,000
$218,000

11 Min
11 Min
9 Min

Price Per Sq Foot

EDUCATION
The New Orleans education system is revolutionizing the way
schools are run. Families who come
to the city can choose from public,
private, and charter schools. The
charter school system in New Orleans frees students from traditional
district assignments and allows
them to choose the school that feels
right, no matter where they live. Students who excel in science, the arts,
or even a foreign language have the
option of attending a school geared
toward their particular talent.
Whether you’re looking for an A+
rated public school like Benjamin
Franklin High School, a historic highperforming private school like Isidore
Newman, or even a well-respected
Catholic institution like Jesuit High
School, New Orleans has plenty of
options. The city is also home to several major universities like Tulane,
Loyola, UNO, and Xavier; all of which
are ready to help those wishing to
continue their educations.

M Avg Home Price

LIFESTYLE
If you like to eat, New Orleans is
your place. The city boasts more
than 1,300 restaurants, ranging from
neighborhood dives to impeccable
five-star dining rooms.
Beyond the food scene, New Orleans presents the most unique
housing options in the country. Greek
Revival mansions, Creole cottages,
and shotgun homes with elaborate
moldings and woodwork make this
a one-of-a-kind place to live. In fact,
the National Historic Register credits New Orleans with 20 historic districts, more than any other city in the
U.S.
New Orleans offers a wide variety
of opportunities. Take a stroll down
Magazine Street to enjoy the locally owned boutiques and specialty
shops. Visit Julia Street for great art
galleries or head to Canal Place for
high-end retailers like Saks Fifth Avenue and Brooks Brothers.
For family-friendly fun, The Audubon Zoo brings exotic animals to Uptown New Orleans and was named
a top 10 zoo by USA Travel Guide in
2010.

SU B U RBAN SIMPL ICITY
If you’re looking for quiet life just outside the city, Greater New Orleans has
plenty of options. Residents enjoy a family-friendly way of life just moments
from everything that New Orleans has to offer. A combination of great schools,
affordable homes, and abundant job opportunities earned New Orleans the #2
spot on Forbes’ list of “Best Cities for Working ,” coming in ahead of
Dallas (23), Atlanta (25), and Houston (54). .........................................................
..........................
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NEIGHBORHOODS
Metairie is New Orleans’ most
populous suburb. Just outside the
city, this community is popular
among young couples and families looking for easy access to everything the city has to offer. Just
across the Mississippi river is Old
Algiers. This nearby suburb has historic homes and skyline views just
outside the city center. Kenner is
another favorite among residents
looking for a little extra space and
newly constructed homes. This traditional suburb is a popular choice
among commuters looking to get
the most bang for their buck. Nearby Jefferson and River Ridge are
excellent options for anyone seeking affordability as well as a unique
community feel.

EDUCATION
Life in the suburbs means some
of the best schools in the state. In
2012, Haynes Academy, Metairie

COMMUNITY

$ Price Per Sq Foot

M Avg Home Price

Algiers
Jefferson
Metairie
River Ridge
Kenner

$83
$107
$156
$108
$90

$130,000
$153,000
$386,000
$221,000
$172,000

Academy, and the Patrick F. Taylor
Science and Technology Academy
each earned an A rating from the
Louisiana Department of Education.
Area magnet schools are designed to
give students a head start by helping
them find their niche before setting
foot in a college classroom.

LIFESTYLE
The suburbs have some of the
top shopping destinations in the
Greater New Orleans Area. Residents can choose from two malls
and three shopping centers with
retail destinations ranging from
treasured local institutions to topquality national brands.
Life outside the city limits
doesn’t mean sitting at home.
Catch a ballgame at Zephyr Field,
take a trip from the conveniently
located Louis Armstrong International Airport or enjoy annual events
like Family Gras and the Gretna
Heritage Festival. Residents can

7 Commute Time
to Downtown
11 Min
13 Min
14 Min
22 Min
18 Min

also enjoy a picnic or bird-watching
at beautiful Lafreniere Park.
Delicious food is available all
around the Greater New Orleans
area. The suburbs are home to
some of the best known nationally
branded restaurants, ranging from
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse to Panera
Bread. Locals also flock to regional
institutions like Drago’s Seafood,
where diners have been enjoying
charbroiled oysters for more than
40 years.
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L IFE ON THE L AKEFRONT
Homes lining the shores of Lake Pontchartrain offer a unique way of life to thousands
of residents of Greater New Orleans. The region provides an attractive combination of
green space and waterfront access, making it a popular choice for outdoorsmen and
boat owners. With numerous distinct cities and towns, there’s something on the lake
for nearly everyone. ..............................................................................................................
-............................................................................ ....................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................
.
..........................................................................................................................................

NEIGHBORHOOD
Slidell
New Orleans East
Lakeview
Mandeville
Madisonville

NEIGHBORHOODS
The city of Mandeville sits just
across the Causeway Bridge on the
north shore of Lake Pontchartrain.
This historic neighborhood is beloved by residents for its unique use
of ample green space. Suburban
Slidell is a favorite among those
looking for a traditional planned
community with lake access, while
the city of Madisonville is perfect for
anyone seeking a small-town feel
on the water. Within Orleans Parish, Lakeview is known as an active,
welcoming neighborhood while New
Orleans East offers traditional suburban-style lakeside living.
EDUCATION
The area around Lake Pontchartrain is home to some of the state’s
highest-performing public schools.
Northshore High School in Slidell

$ Price Per Sq Foot
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$81
$58
$149
$105
$111

$162,000
$122,000
$357,000
$231,000
$231,000

earned GreatSchools’ rating of 9 out
of 10 in 2012. The school offers a wide
range of electives and an awardwining fine arts program. Mandeville
High School has been recognized as
a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
by the U.S. Department of Education, and 89 percent of graduates
pursue four-year college degrees.

LIFESTYLE
The lake is a great place to get active. The Tammany Trace is a 31-mile
biking and walking path that winds
through five separate communities
on the Northshore (so called for being on the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain). Plus, the area is home to
some of the state’s most beautiful
golf courses, like Beau Chene Country
Club.
The 24-mile Lake Pontchartrain
Causeway is one of the longest bridges in the world and makes travel between Northshore communities and

7 Commute Time
to Downtown
40 Min
17 Min
14 Min
43 Min
49 Min

metro New Orleans a breeze. After
a straight shot across the lake, drivers can reach downtown in a mere 15
minutes. The newly completed I-10
Twin Span brings Slidell residents to
the city center and back faster than
ever.
Lakeshore residents don’t have
to travel to the city for good food.
World-famous Chef John Besh operates La Provence in Lacombe. This
understated country establishment
and many others offer up fine Creole
dining convenient to the cities and
towns that dot the north shore of
Lake Pontchartrain.
Residents have access to everything from the biggest name brands
to one-of-a-kind items. The area is
loaded with designer home decorating stores and antique shops. Shopping on the lakefront is the perfect
way to make your individual home as
unique as you are.
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North of Lake Pontchartrain, life moves at a different pace. The region is home to
close-knit families and features a traditional community spirit that is treasured in
this part of the country. .......................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................

NEIGHBORHOOD
Bush
Bogalusa
Covington
Ponchatoula
Hammond

NEIGHBORHOODS
The cities and towns of the
Northshore come in all shapes and
sizes. Covington provides a busy retail center for the region’s residents.
To the north, Bogalusa is proud to
offer a tight-knit community that
moves at a slower pace. Meanwhile,
Ponchatoula and Hammond represent traditional communities that
offer some of the best antiquing
destinations in the country.

EDUCATION
The Southeastern Louisiana
University Lab School in Hammond
serves students from kindergarten
through eighth grade, and earned
an A rating from the Louisiana De-

$ Price Per Sq Foot
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$77
$39
$110
$75
$75

$193,000
$80,000
$215,000
$163,000
$163,000

partment of Education in 2012. This
specially designed learning facility
offers a media center and a theater
as well as science and computer labs.
Southeastern State University, the
state’s second largest university,
serves as the higher-education anchor
for the region. This public university
enrolls more than 15,000 students
from 43 states and 66 countries.

LIFESTYLE
Oil companies, transportation,
food processing, and manufacturing are the driving forces behind this
region’s economy. Despite major
economic growth, this area can still
claim some of the lowest housing
costs in the Greater New Orleans
area. Residents enjoy ranch-style
homes on large lots that guarantee
plenty of privacy. The heavily wooded
region is home to some of the state’s
most beautiful wildlife.

7 Commute Time
to Downtown
70 Min
87 Min
50 Min
56 Min
63 Min

The small-town way of life is highlighted by outdoor activities like
hunting and fishing, as well as canoeing and tubing along the Bogue
Chitto River in Franklinton.
When you’re ready to shop,
you’ve got lots of options. The area
is home to plenty of mom-and-pop
shops and is just a short drive to
malls loaded with nationally known
brands.
The Northshore also has several
vineyards and breweries. Grab a bottle of locally brewed beer with a burger or try a glass of vino with some
fresh seafood. Residents also enjoy
world-famous festivals throughout
the year. The Ponchatoula Strawberry Festival, the Washington Parish
Free Fair, Christmas in the Park, and
the Farmerville Watermelon Festival
are just a few of the annual events
that local residents look forward to.

DESTINATION /////

WINDING
WATERWAYS

W
GNO

ST. CHARLES PARISH / ST. JAMES PARISH / ST. JOHN PARISH

M
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The three river parishes just west of New Orleans represent one of the most
historic areas of the state. Residents enjoy a bustling economy along with
the beautiful countryside, which is home to a unique combination of old
and new. ..............................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................

COMMUNITY
Destrehan
Hahnville
LaPlace
Vacherie
Convent

NEIGHBORHOODS
The river towns of Louisiana
have a vibe all their own. LaPlace is
located just 30 miles outside metro New Orleans and is known as the
andouille capital of the world. Closer
to the city you’ll find Destrehan. This
community was highlighted by CNN
Money magazine on its annual list of
“Best Places to Live” in 2007. Historic
Hahnville is perfect for anyone seeking
life at a slower pace. Housing options
in the area range from traditional suburban communities to lavish riverfront
estates.

EDUCATION
The region offers a diverse range
of education options. In 2012, Hahn-

$ Price Per Sq Foot
$94
$82
$72
$50
$85

ville High School and Destrehan High
School both earned “A” ratings from
the Louisiana Department of Education in its annual School Performance
Scores report.

LIFESTYLE
Here, a trip through time is just
around the corner. Along the Mississippi River runs the winding River
Road. This storied thoroughfare is
dotted with beautiful plantation
homes, Creole cottages, and historic
cemeteries all the way from New
Orleans to Baton Rouge.
Large plantation homes such as
Oak Alley Plantation, Laura Plantation, and Destrehan Plantation are
a popular choice for weddings, community events, or even a romantic
getaway.
There’s plenty of activity along
the river. Residents enjoy access to
eight different recreational facili-

M Avg Home Price

$210,000
$161,000
$126,000
$170,000
$163,000

Commute Time
7 to Downtown
27 Min
32 Min
34 Min
60 Min
67 Min

ties, offering organizational sports
leagues with everything from baseball to badminton.
Known for both Creole and Acadian cuisine, the region boasts a
medley of locally grown and prepared foods, including hot sausages,
boudin, and fresh pecans. Residents
can also find many antique stores
and bed and breakfasts.
The big city isn’t the only place
that knows how to party. Festival
season is big all along the Mississippi
River. The first half of each year plays
host to the Catfish Festival in Des Allemands, while the Alligator Festival
in Luling and the Destrehan Plantation Fall Fest take place during the
second half of the year.

GATEWAY TO THE GU L F
No body of water means more to the United States than the Gulf of Mexico. It
drives the state’s seafood and oil industries and is home to some of the most popular
recreational fishing locations in the world. No one knows this better than the people
who call south Louisiana home. ..........................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................
...... .........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................

-

-

NEIGHBORHOODS
In New Orleans, life on the Gulf
does not equal a long commute.
In fact, it starts a mere five miles
downriver from New Orleans in the
city of Chalmette. The region is loaded with marinas and boat launches,
which are treasured by boaters,
skiers, anglers, and hunters from
around the state. With a population
of more than 12,000, Belle Chasse is
the largest town in the area. As the
headquarters for the Louisiana Air
National Guard, it’s home to many of
Louisiana’s servicemen and women.
Those who do want to get away from
it all have plenty of options. Grand
Isle, Cocodrie, and Reserve are popular homes for both fishermen and
bird watchers. Life in Lafitte means

COMMUNITY
Chalmette
Belle Chase
Lafitte
Grand Isle
Harvey

$ Price Per Sq Foot

M Avg Home Price

$62
$129
$95
$90
$57

$102,000
$316,000
$184,000
$132,000
$106,000

access to some of region’s freshest
seafood. Harvey’s west bank location is perfect for someone who
wants easy access to the Gulf and all
the benefits that the city center has
to offer.
EDUCATION
In 2012, Belle Chasse Primary
School and Chalmette High School
earned A ratings from the Louisiana
Department of Education. Chalmette
High School also opened a 90,000–
square foot cultural arts building
featuring a 420-seat theater.

LIFESTYLE
The region is home to some of
the best charter fishing in the country. Cities like Venice, Grand Isle, and
Cocodrie are jumping-off points for
incredible offshore fishing excursions. Fishermen travel from around
the world for access to what south

Commute Time
7 to Downtown
19 Min
20 Min
46 Min
137 Min
13 Min

Louisianians have in their own backyards.
If you’re looking for shopping,
local stores are complemented with
the short drive to downtown New
Orleans for more extensive malls
and retailers.
When it’s time to eat, you’ll find
plenty of local restaurants serving
up regional favorites like BBQ and
fried seafood.
Louisiana is seafood country,
and this is where it all happens. The
St. Bernard Seafood and Farmer’s
Market offers local seafood and
fresh produce every Saturday. Fresh
crab, shrimp, oysters, and more are
all available wholesale and dockside for locals to enjoy in nearby
Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes.
Down here, seafood is more than a
meal, it’s a way of life.

DESTINATION /////

GATEWAY
TO THE
GULF

W
GNO

CHALMETTE / BELLE CHASE / LAFITTE / GRAND ISLE / HARVEY

M

C O M PAR E G R E AT E R N E W O R L E AN S
NEW ORLEANS

ATLANTA

BOSTON

72

36

12

DAYS ABOVE

CHARLOTTE CHICAGO
39

CLEVELAND

17

DENVER

8

HOUSTON SAN FRANCISCO

34

99

90˚

3
2

DAYS BELOW

12

49

96

62

130

122

COST OF LIVING

NEW ORLEANS
ATLANTA
BOSTON
CHARLOTTE
CHICAGO
CLEVELAND
DENVER
HOUSTON
SAN FRANCISCO

101
110
98
109
84
66
115
90
160

100%
106%
151%
102%
126%
108%
112%
100%
180%

18

SNOWFALL

SUNNY DAYS

NEW ORLEANS
ATLANTA
BOSTON
CHARLOTTE
CHICAGO
CLEVELAND
DENVER
HOUSTON
SAN FRANCISCO

156

Source: http://www.climate-zone.com

32˚

$
NEW ORLEANS
$$$
ATLANTA
$$$$$$$$$$$
BOSTON
$$
CHARLOTTE
$$$$$
CHICAGO
$$$
CLEVELAND
$$$$
DENVER
$
HOUSTON
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ SAN FRANCISCO

Source: Council for Community & Economic Research - 2012 Q1 Living Index

0.2
2
42.4
5.4
37.6
55.8
60.3
0.4
0

138
220
208
200
136
162
190
226
186

7 AVERAGE ANNUAL

COMMUTE HOURS

Source: CEOs for Cities - http://www.scribd.com/doc/87244676/Driven-Apart-Technical-Report

GNO EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS
SCHOOL

TYPE

GRADES

RANKING

COST

BEN FRANKLIN
ISIDORE NEWMAN
JESUIT
HAYNES ACADEMY
METAIRIE ACADEMY
PATRICK F. TAYLOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY
NORTHSHORE HIGH SCHOOL
MANDEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY LAB SCHOOL
DESTREHAN HIGH SCHOOL
BELLE CHASSE PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHALMETTE HIGH SCHOOL
HAHNVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

PUBLIC
PRIVATE
PAROCHIAL
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC
PUBLIC

9 THRU 12
K THRU 12
8 THRU 12
6 THRU 12
PRE-K THRU 5
6 THRU 12
9 THRU 12
9 THRU 12
K THRU 8
9 THRU 12
PRE-K THRU 4
9 THRU 12
9 THRU 12

#27 NATIONALLY IN U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT RANKING OF TOP 100 SCHOOLS
GLOBAL INITIATIVE ACADEMIC PROGRAM
AVERAGE:
CLASS OF 2013 HAS 26 NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
10 OUT OF 10 - GREAT SCHOOL
BLUE RIBBON EXCELLENCE
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
RANKED WITH A BRONZE AWARD BY US NEWS & WORLD REPORT
RANKING OF “A” BY LA DEPT. OF EDUCATION

FREE
$19,827
$7,700
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
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